poraries. Desideri was possessed of a formidable independent streak: with the begrudging acceptance of the Society's superior general, he undertook a dangerous mission to unknown lands at a time when the order could ill afford more conflicts in Asia.At issue was the fact that Capuchins enjoyed the rights to missionize Tibet, a privilege granted to them by Propaganda Fide over the objections of the Jesuits. Moreover, the Society had extensive pastoral concerns in Asia and could not necessarily spare men for unsustainable new enterprises.Yet Desideri went on to Tibet, unimpeded by such bureaucratic trifles, until a Manchu army captured Lhasa and the Capuchins insisted on their right to an exclusive mission. These events forced him back to Italy, where he would spend years seeking to vindicate his individual missionary project.
The highlights of Pomplun's analysis come when he examines Desideri's accounts of Tibetan political struggles and his writings on local Buddhist practice. There is no doubt that this Jesuit was a shrewd observer of Asian secular and ecclesiastical politics, but when it came to European affairs, his vision was cloudy.This book suffers from a similar myopia: Pomplun's analysis of Desideri himself and his Tibetan context is very good, but he often loses sight of why the Society of Jesus did not defend their man in Rome and why the Portuguese Jesuits-or the Portuguese crown, the patron of the Society's Asian missions-did not rally behind Desideri. The reader would have benefited from discussion of the denouement of the Chinese Rites controversy, as well as of the rivalry between Portuguese and French Jesuit missions in Asia in the eighteenth century. The Jesuits involved in those debates were not blinded by what Pomplun calls "Jesuit phantasia" (p. 17; emphasis in original), the purported wellspring of Desideri's ambitions. The Society's superiors in Rome, Lisbon, and Goa knew well what was at stake in the political and theological debates of their day, and their lukewarm support for Desideri was proof that they recognized how fantastical his projects were. In the end, Desideri remained alone with his visions of far-off Tibet, longing for a mission that was no longer his. Although this supplement is focused on "Science and the Church," it contains articles on new ecclesial documents such as the encyclicals of Pope Benedict XVI and personalities such as Charles Darwin; Cardinal Avery Dulles, S.J.; Sigmund Freud; and Pope John Paul II.There are also updated articles on all the states and archdioceses of the United States, on the Greek Catholic Churches (Eastern Catholic) in the United States and Canada, the Catholic Church in Latin America, Bavaria, and India; and on The Catholic University of America.This supplement has also been published in electronic form, which contains all of the previous versions of a revised, updated, or rewritten entry; this policy will be observed in each successive supplement.The supplement for 2010 will be devoted mainly to "Modern History and the Church," and the supplement for 2011 to "Literature and the Arts." The electronic form is available to subscribers to the Jubilee Volume (2001) In recent years, Eamon Duffy's Saints & Sinners: A History of the Popes (New Haven, 1997) has dominated the one-volume market in this field. Now John W. O'Malley provides a shorter, clearer, more direct and readable but still informative history of popes and the papacy (despite its title). Teachers would be better off assigning O'Malley's "leaner narrative" (p. ix), since average readers and undergraduates can lose their way in Duffy's sometimes dense text. Another aspect that makes it more accessible is the organization of six parts into a total of thirty-one chapters of about ten pages each."From the Margins to the Center of the Roman World" takes the story up to Gregory the Great; "Bringing Order Out of Chaos" goes from the Merovingians to Gregory VII, a chapter whose subtitle, "Who's in Charge Here?," reminds us why O'Malley is a popular public speaker. The high-medieval period comprises "Development, Decline, Disarray," followed by "Renaissance and Reformation" detailing a period of papal recovery; but then comes "Into the Modern Era," a troubled tale, and "The Papacy as a Global Institution" from World War I to the present day. Given this strong story line, it would be easy for professors to supplement the volume with lectures and readings that play to their own interests and for the general reader to dig deeper. The reason why this history sounds like a compelling story is its source material: O'Malley's series of thirty-six, twenty-five-minute talks recorded for Now You Know Media in 2006.These were transcribed, edited, and rewritten. Reading it is a bit like experiencing an engaging book-on-tape in reverse. CHRISTOPHER M. BELLITTO (Kean University) 
Michigan

